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2 CoR. xili. 5. 


Know ye not your - ownſelves, how that Feſus 
Chriſt is in you, except ye be Reprobates. 

| H E Doctrines of the Goſpel are 
1 Doctrines of Peace, and they bring 

i Comfort to all who believe in them; 

they are not like the Law which was given by 

Moſes, which conſiſted of troubleſome and 

painful Ceremonies; neither do they carry 

with them that Terror which the Law did: 

Curſed is every one who continueth not 

to do all Things which are written in the 

Book of the Law: If you were to keep the 

whole Law and break but in one Point, you 

are guilty of the Breach of all. The Law 

breathes out Threatnings to all who did not 

conform to her painful and heavy Com- 

mands; but the Goſpel is a Declaration of 

Grace, Poꝶce and Mercy; there you have 

an Account of the Blood of Chriſt, that Blood 4 

which ſpeaketh better Things than that of N ö 

Abel; for Abel's Blood cry'd aloud for Ven- 

geance, Vengeance: But Jeſus Chriſt's; cryeth _ 

for Mercy, Mercy; for Mercy upon the guilt. : 
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ty Sinner. If he comes to Chriſt, confeſſes, 
and forſakes his Sin, then this Jeſus Chriſt - 
will have Mercy upon him: And if, my 
2 Brethren, you are but ſenſible of your Sins, 
convinced of your Iniquities, and feel your- 
ſelves loſt, undone, damned Sinners, and come 
and tell Obriſt of your loſt Condition, vou 
will ſoon find how ready he is to help. you; 
he will give you his Spirit; and if you have 
his Spirit you cannot be Reprobates: You will 
find His Spirit to be a quickening and a re- 
freſhing one: This Spirit, my Brethren, is not 
like rhe World's, a Spirit of Reproach, . 
and all 1 nr-capenh nerd 
And moſt o r on Experiences will ; 
confirm the Crab hace; ſor ate not you re- 
proach d, flander'd, and udes not the World 
ſay all Manner of Evil againſt you, meerly 
becauſe you follow: Jeſus Chriſt ; becauſe you 
wilt not go 20 the fame Exceſs of Riot with 
them? for while they are linging the Songs of 
 Drunkard, you are Palms and 


ymns: While they are at a Playhouſe, au 
are bearing a Sermon: While they are drink- 


: revelling and mi their precious 
. and bafteai ening — own De- 
Auction, yon are reading, praying, meditat- 
ing, and working out your Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. I his is Matter enough 
for a World to reproach you; you „ 
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1. 151 a 
lite and fafhionable enough for them. If you 


will live godly you muſt ſuffer Perſecution; 15 0 
you muſt not expect to go thro this World 


without being ecu — reviled. If you 
were of — orld, the World would => 


you ; for it always loves its own; but if you 


are not of the World, it will hate you ; it has 
done fo in all Ages, it never loved any but 
thoſe who were pleaſed with its Vanities and 
Allurements. It has been the Death of many 


a Lover of Jeſus, meerly becauſe they have 


loved him: And, therefore, my Brethren, do 
not not be ſurprized if you meet with a. fiery 


Trial, for all thoſe Things will be a Means 


of ſending y ou to your. Maſter the ſoaner. 
The pied of the World is Hatred; that 

of Chriſt is Love: The Spirit of the World 

is Vexation; that of Chriſt is Pleaſure: The 


Spirit of the World is Sorrow; that of Chriſt 


is Joy: The Spirit of the World is Evil, 

and that of Chriſt is Good : The Spirit of the 

World will never ſatisfy us, but Chriſt's Spi- 

rit is all Satisfaction: The Spirit of 1 

is Mifery ; that of Chriſt is Eaſe. In 

| Word, the Spirit of the World has nothing 
laſting; but the Spirit of Chriſt is 1 


and will laſt thro' an endleſs Eternity of Age; 


The Spirit of Chriſt will therefore remove eve 


Ditticuley, fatiy every Doubt, and be « Y 
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Means of bringing you to himſelf, to live 


With him forever and ever. | 
From theſe Words, my Brethren, I ſhalt 
ſhew you the three following Things, | 


I. The dead of receiving the int of 
* Chriſt. 


u. Who this Chriſt is whoſe Spirit you 
are to receive. 


III Shall che with an Exhiiticlien 
co all of yon, High and Low, Rich and 


„ Poor, one with another, to come unto 


. tte Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to beg that 
you may receive his Spirit, that you may 


not be Reprobates. 


Fipf. I am to ſhew you the Neceflity, 
my Brethren, there is of FREY the Spirit 


of; Chriſt. r 
And, this, my Brethren, I ſhall 15 by con- 


ndition, prove the Neceſſity of your being 
brought from that State by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
being received by you and placed in you. 

Hand here, my Brethren, it will be neceſſary 
conſider you as in your firſt State; and that 


4 N. when God had firſt created Adam, and plac'd 


him in the Garden of mats and gave him a 


bs Pri- 
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* : * or & bw 
L Og. Dn 


, 


K 
Privilege of eating of all the Trees in the Gar- 


den, except the Tree of Knowledge, of Good 


and Evil, which ſtood in the Midſt thereof; 
but our firſt Parents had not been long in this 


State of Innocence, but 5 fell from it, oy | 


broke the divine Commands, and ined a 


his Poſterity in his Guilt ; for as he was our 


Repreſentative ſo we were to ſtand or fall in 
him; and as he was our Fæderal Head, his 
| falling involy'd all our Race, under the Power 


of Death, for Death came into the World by 
Sin; and for this Sin, my Brethren, we all 


| became liable to the eternal Puniſhment due 
from God, for Man's Diſobedience to the Wt. 


vine Command. 
Now as Man had ſinned and a Satisfadtiol 


was demanded, it was impoſſible for a finite 


Creature to ſatisfy divine Juſtice, who was a 
God of ſo ſtrict Purity as not to behold Ini- 
quity : And Man by the Juſtice of God would 
have been ſent down into the Pit, - which 


*% 


was prepared of old for the Devil and his 


Angels; but then, when Juſtice, my Brethre 

was going to paſs the irrevocable Senten 
then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt came and offered 
himſelf a Ranſome for poor Sinners. Now 
here was admirable Condeſcenſion of the Lor 
Jeſus Chriſty who was in the Boſom of h 


Father, that he ſhould come down from all 
that Glory, to die for ſuch Rebels as you and 
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Lare, who if it lay in our Power; would pull 
the Almighty from his Throne: And can you 
think that if there was no Need of -Jefus 
Chriſt's Death; Can you, my Brethren think 
that if there could have been any other Ran- 
ſome found, whereby poor Sinners might ha ve 
deen ſaved, God would not have ſpared his 
only begotten Son, and not have delivered him 
up for all that believe in him 
Therefore, my Brethren, I think I have 
proved, to a Demonſtration, that it was ne- 
ceſſary for Chriſt to die: Now confider, it 
will be of no Service to know that Chriſt died 
for Sinners, if you do not receive him into 
Jour Souls, and accept of his Spirit, that you 
ay. be ſanctified, and fitted for the Recep- 
tion of that Jeſus, who died for all thoſe who 
believe in him. The Sin of your Nature, 
ny Original Sin, is ſufficient to fink you into 
| Torments, of which there will be no End; 
and unleſs you receive the Spirit of Chriſt you 
are Reprobates, you cannot be ſaved: No- 
2 7 ra of the Blood of Jeſus," being ap- 
yd to your Souls, will make you happy to 
all Eternity : Then, my dear Brethren, ſeeing 
this is fo abſolutely neceſſary that you cannot 
* without having received the Spirit of 
-hriſt, but that ye are Reprobates, do not 
reſt contented till you have good Hopes, thro' 
Grace, that this good Work is begun —_ 9 
| | uls; 
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Souls; that you have received a Pardon for 
your Sins; that Chriſt died for you and came 


don from Heaven and made Satisfaction for 
| Sins. Don't flatter yourſelves that a lit- 


tle Morality will be 2 to ſave you; 


that going to Chutch, or Prayers, and Sacra- 
ment, and doing all the Duties of Religion in 
an external Manner, will ever carry you to 


Heaven; No, you muſt have Grace in your 


Hearts; there muſt be a Change of the whole 


Man. 
Vou muſt be born again, and become new 


Creatures before you have the Spirit of Chriſt. 


in you: And 'till you have that Spirit of Chriſt 
within you, indeed, my dear Brethren, how- 
ever you may think to the contrary, and pleaſe 
yourſelves in your own Imagination, I fay, 
you are no better than Reprobates. You may 


content yourſelves with leading civil, outward | 


decent Lives, but what will that avail you 
unleſs you have the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in your Hearts: His Kingdom muſt 


be ſet up in your Souls, and there muſt be thell 


Life of God in the Soul of Man, before you 
belong to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and till you 
belong to him you are Reprobates. 


This may ſeem as Enthuſiaſm to you, but 
if it is fo, it is what the Apoſtle Paul was; 
they are what he himſelf 2 and, therefore, 


my Brethren, * are the Words of Truth. 
Then 
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Then do not, I beſeech you, in the Mercics 


of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, deſpiſe theſe Words, 

as if they were of no Signification, or at leaſt 
that they do not concern you, but were only 
calculated for the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
and, therefore, are of no Signification : But, 
my Brethren, if you think thus, you are 


wronging your own Souls; for whatever is 
written, was written for you in theſe Times, 
as well as for the Chriſtians in the firſt Ages of 


the Church. 

It is true the World abounds * Arians | 
an, who are endeavouring to leſſen the 
Divinity of the Lord that bought them, and 
by the Help of their Letter-learning, would > 
reaſon us out of the Divinity of the blefſed 
Jeſus; and becauſe they cannot bring down 
his Divinity to their poor Conceptions of 


Things, therefore they will not believe it at 


all: And tho' this is a faſhionable and = 


lite Doctrine, yet, my Brethren, I am 


ſuaded that many of you will not have ach 


diſhonourable Thoughts of the Lord that 


bought you : I hope, my Brethren, that you 


are ſatisfied that he is God of God, very God 


of very God, that he is God coequal and 


* conſubſtantial with the Father; therefore as 


there was not a Moment of Time in-which 


God the Father was not, ſo there was not a 


Moment 


Er 
Moment of Time when God the Son was 


not, 4 
175 Was ery a in. one i 2668 ind he | 


took our Nature upon him and died upon the 


Croſs for your Sins: And ſutely then you will 
not have baſe Thoughts of this Jeſus; No, 
if you have his Spirit you cannot then but 
love him. Indeed our polite and Letter-learn- 


ed Phariſees deny the Satisfaction of the 


bleſſed Jeſus; but if he did not fully ſatisfy 
the divine Juſtice of his Father, indeed, my 

dear Brethren, you cannot be faved by his 
Blood ; his Death was in vain ; my preaching 
and your hearing are in vain : But, bleſſed be 


God, we have it from better Authority than 


from a few Letter-learned polite Gentlemen: 
We have it in the Word of God, and, there- 
fore, my Brethren, we have believ'd it, and 
hope you will all believe it more and more. 
And as it is our polite Doctrines to deny 
the Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſo it is likewiſe to 
deny Original Sin : But if theſe Men would 
but ſearch their own Hearts, they would find 
the Blackneſs which 1s therein, | 
-For the Caſe ſtands thus between God and 
Man; God, at firſt, made Man upright, or, 
as the ſacred Penman expreſſes it, In the Image 
I Gad made be Man; that is, his Soul was 
the very Copy, the Tranſcript of divine Na- 
ture. He that before had, by his Almighty 
Power, 


= | frm] 8 
Power, ſpoke the World into Being, breath- F 
gad into Man the Breath of ſpiritual Life; and 
his Soul became adorned with all the Perfecti- 
ons of the Purity. This was the finiſhin 
Stroke of the Creation, the Perfection, both 
of the moral and material World, and ſo 
that it reſembled a divine Original, that God 
could not but rejoice and take Pleaſure in his 
own Likeneſs: And, therefore, we read, that 
when God had ſiniſb d the inantmate and brutiſb 
Part of the Creation, he looked, and behold it 
was good : But when that lovely, God-like 
. Man was made, behold it was very 
00d. a 
: Happy then, unſpeakably happy, muſt 
Man needs be, who was thus Partaker of a 
divine Nature ; and thus he-might have con- 
tinned ſtill, had he ſtill continued holy; but 
God had placed him in a State of Probation, 
with a free Grant to eat of every Tree in the 
Garden, except the 'Tree of Knowledge, of 
Good and Evil. The Day he eat thereof he 

was not only ſurely to die, that is, not only 
ſubject to temporal, but ſpiritual Death; and 
ſo, my Brethren, to loſe that divine Image, 
that ſpiritual Life which God, my Brethren, 
had not, long: fince, breathed into him, and 

which was as much his Happineſs as his 
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But Man, my Brethren, unhappy Man, 
being ſeduced by the Devil, and defiring, like 
him, to be equal with his Maker, eat of the 
forbidden Fruit, which thereby become liable 
to that Curſe which the eternal God had pre- 
nounced on him for his Diſobedience. And, 
my Brethren, we read, that ſoon after Adam 
was fallen, he complained that he was naked; 


naked, not only as to his Body, but naked 


and left deſtitute of thoſe divine Graces which 
before decked and beautified his Soul. 7 
The unhappy Mutiny and Diſorder which 
fell then upon this World ; thoſe Briars and 
Thorns, my Brethren, which now ſpring up 
and overſpread the Earth, were but poor Em- 


blems, but [lifeleſs Repreſentations of that 


Confuſion and Rebellion which ſprung up in, 
and overwhelmed, the Soul of Man, immedi- 
ately after the Fall. He now no longer had 
the divine Image upon his Soul, but was ſunk 
into the Temper of the Beaſt and Devil. 

No in this dreadful and diſordered Con- 
dition are all of us brought into the World: 
And we are told, my Brethren, that Adam 
had a Son in his own Likeneſs, that is, with 


the ſame corrupt Nature which he himſelf 
had funk into, after he had eaten the forbid- 
den Fruit: And Experience, as well as Scrip- 
ture, prove, that we are altogether born in 
Sin and Corruption, and, therefore, , 
| whil 
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whilſt in ſuch a State, my Brethren; to have 
Communion with God. | 
For as Light cannot have Communion with 
Darkneſs, ſo God can have no Communion 
with ſuch polluted Sons of Belial. Here, here, 
my Brethren, appears the great and glorious 
End, why Chriſt was made manifeſt in the 
Fleſh, to put an End to theſe Diſorders, to re- 
ſtore us unto the Favour of God, and, there- 
fore, came down from Heaven and ſhed his 
ecious Blood upon the Croſs, to fatisfy the 
divine Juſtice of his Father, for our Sins; and 
ſo, my Brethren, he purchaſed this Holy 
Ghoſt, who muſt once more re-initamp the 
divine Image on our Hearts, and make us ca- 
pable of living with, and enjoying of God; 
and we muſt be renewed by the Spirit of 
God in our Souls; he muſt dwell in us be- 
fore 'we are new Creatures, before we are 
brought into a State of Salvation, before we 
are out of that Reprobate Spirit, as we are in, 
till, my Brethren, the Spirit of Chriſt comes 
and changes us again, and brings us Home 
unto that Fold where all his Sheep are; till 
he has, I mean, implanted his Grace in our 
Hearts, and gave us the Spirit of himſelf, and 
taken from us that Spirit of Sin which reigns 
in us: And till this is rooted out of our Hearts, 
however we may flatter ourſelves of being 
good Chriſtians, becauſe we are good _ 
| iſts, 
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liſts, becauſe we lead civil, moral, decent 
Lives, yet if we liveand die, my Brethren, in 
this Way, we are only flattering ourſelves into 
Hell. 

Thus, I think, I have prov'd, to a Demon- 
ſtration, the Neceſſity there is of receiving the 
* of Chriſt. I now come to ſhew you, 


Secondly, Who, my Brethren, this Chriſti is 
whoſe Spirit you are to receive. | 

My Brethren, Jeſus Chriſt is God coequal, 
coeſſential, coeternal and conſubſtantial, very 
God of very God; was in the Boſom of his 
Father from all Eternity - aa there was not 
a Moment of Time in-which God the Father 
was not, ſo there was not a Moment of Time 
in which God the Son was not. 

Arians and Socinians deny this Godhead of 
Chriſt; and eſteem him only as a Creature: 
As for the Arians they look on him as a 
created God, as a titular Deity, as a ſubordi- 
nate God; but, my Brethren, if they would but 
ſearch the Scriptures they would find divine 
Homage paid to Chriſt : And he is called God 
in Scripture, particularly when the great Evan- 
gelical Prophet ſays, He ſhall be called mighty 
God, Everlaſting Father, and the Government 
ſhall be upon his Shoulders ; all T hings ſhall be 
ere to vim Which would neyer have 

been 
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been unleſs he had been very God of very 
And Peter, when Ananias came to him, 
and ask'd him, for how much he had ſold it? 
and he ſaid, for /o much; and he faid, Mby 
bath Satan filled thy Heart to lie? for thou 
haſt not lied unto Man, but unto the Holy 
Ghoſt : And preſently after ſays, Thou haſt 
not lied unto Man but unto God. And Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf ſays, that he is the A/pbe and 
Omega; that the World was made by bim: 
But tho this is never ſo plain, yet our gay 
airy Sparks of this Age will not believe the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be equal with his Father, 
and that for no other Reaſon, but becauſe it is 
a faſhionable and polite Doctrine to deny his 
Divinity, and eſteem him only has a created 
Our Socinians do not go ſo, for they look 
upon Chriſt only to be a good Man ſent from 
God, to ſhew the People the Way they 
ſhould go, on their forſaking of Judaiſm ; 
and he was to be an Example to the World, 
and that his Death was only to prove the 
Truth of his Doctrines. A l 
And many of thoſe who call thermſel 
Members, yea, Teachers of the Church of 
England, have got into this polite Scheme: 
Good God ! my Soul ſhudders at the 
Thoughts of the Conſequence that will —_— 


1171 


ſuch a Belief, living and dying therein. 0 


my Brethren, do not think ſo diſhonourable of 
the Lord who bought you; of the Jeſus who 
died for you; for he muſt be all in all unto 

our Souls if ever you are ſaved by him : 
Chriſt muſt be your active, as well as paſſive 
Obedience; his Righteouſneſs muſt. be im- 
puted to you; and the Doctrine of this Jeſus's 


Righteouſneſs being imputed, is comfortable, 
it is a deſirable Doctrine, my Brethren, to all 0 
real Chriſtians; and to you, who are Sinners, i it 


is ſo too, who are arguing what you muſt do 
to be ſaved? How uncomfortable would it be 


to tell you, by your own good Works, when, 


perhaps, you have never done one good Work 


in all your Lives: Thy 
to Deſpair indeed; 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, and he ſhall 
receive you. This God! 18 able, and this God 
is willing to fave you. « 
This ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, who is 
— 9 — he is the Mediator of. the new 
Covenant ; he, my Brethren, as God, hath 
Virtue enough, in his Blood, to atone for the 
Sins of Millions of Worlds: As Man he died, 
was. crucified; nailed. to, and pierced . to the 


accurſed Tree: This was the Act of the Lord 
— Chriſt for you; and will you then have 


ow and diſhonourable Thoughts of Jeſus 
C Chriſt, 


would be driving you - 
o, believe in the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt and you ſhall be ſaved; come to 


1 
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Chriſt, after his having done ſo much for you? 
O my dear Brethren, don't be ſo polite as to 
deny the Deity of Chriſt; tho you may be 
© counted a Fool in the Eye of the World, yet 
in God's Account, you ſhall be eſtee me wiſe; 
| wiſe for Salvation. 
'Yoh may now be look d upon as Fools ered 
Madmen, as a Parcel of Rabble, and, in a 


hort Time, will be fit for Bedlam. They 


may ſay you are going to undermine the eſta- 
liſhed Church; but God, who knows the 
Secrets of all Hearts, knows out Innocency, 
and I ſhall ſpeak the Truth ; in Chriſt, I lie not; 
F ſhould rejoice to fee all the World adhere to 
her Articles; I ſhould rejoice to. ſee - the 


Teachers, the Miniſters of the Church of 


Eng land, preach up thoſe very Articles they 
hade ſubſcribed to, and thoſe Miniſters who 
do preach them up, they eſteem as Madmen, 
and look on them as the Off-ſcouring. of the 
Earth, and unfit for Company and Converſa- 
tion, as Perſons who are melancholy mad, and 
are driving the People to Deſpair. 

And tho, Gy berg, they ſay theſe 
Things of me, "bleſſed be God, they are with- 
out Foundation, for I am a 1 * to = 
Homilies;.I am a Friend to her Litur 
if they. did not thruſt me out of their Churc 
1 would rs them every ane 


Fe — 
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- My Brethren, I am not for limiting the 
Spirit of God, but am for us all to be united * 


in the Bonds of Love; and I bove all that 


love the Lord Jefus Chriſt : This wilt make 


more Chriſtians than ever the Spirit of Per- 
ftecution will. 


The Phariſtes may think this Madnes to 


mention Perfecution in a Chriſtian Country, 
but there is as much the Spirit of Perſecution 


now as ever; their Will is as great, but bleſſed 
be God, they want the Power; and if they 
bad that, my Brethren, Fire and Faggot is 
vrhat we muſt expect; for the Devibs Tem- 


ple is ſhaken: Many ae coming unto: Jeſus, 


I hope many of you ate already come, and 


many more coming; this will make the De- 


vil rage to ſee his Kingdom weakened; he 
will er u all his Rage 'and Malice againſt the 


People © 
ing; it is now as big as a Man's Hand; but 


the Earth, and then it will break, and I ex- 
pect it to fall on my Head; I expect to be 
reviled, (that F am already) and caſt into 


Priſon, beaten with many Stripes, and if God 


does not ſtop them, they will take away my 
Life: This, my Brethren, we muſt expect, 
a ſuffering Time will | certainly come, it is now 
haſtening on, it is ripening a-pace, and when 


it is full ripe, then it will fall; then it will 
C 2 be 


- 


God. The Cloud is now gather- 
the Time will come when it ſhall overſpread | 


n 
be ſeen who have loved the Lord jeſus in Sin- 
cerity or not, when you are going to Smitb- 
field to be burned ; when you ſee the Fire 
kindled round you, and no Way to eſcape 
but denying of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then it 
will be prov'd, to a Demonſtration, whether 
you are Hypocrites or not; for ſuffering Times 
are always trying Times. O my Brethren, 
there we may prepare ourſelves againſt that 
Day, for it is a Day which many of you will 
ſee; therefore, do not be afraid of a little Re- 
proach now, but lobk on it as a Fore- runner 
of what will be the Attendant upon it : There- 
fore, my Brethren, let me exhort all of you 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, one with 
another, to come unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he may give you his Strength to undergo 
whatſoever, he, in his Wiſdom, calls you to. 
Come, come, my Brethrep, to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and he will give you his Grace, which will 
make you willing and ready to ſuffer all Things 
for Jeſus Chriſt, _ * | 
It is not being pointed at; it is not being 
deſpiſed and look'd on as methodically mad, 
and that you are a deluded People; Alas, my 
Brethren, what does this fignif7 to that Soul 
who has Jeſus Chrift? Do not be afraid to 
confeſs the bleſſed Jeſus; and dare to be ſin- 
gularly good: Don't be afraid of ſinging of 
Hymns, or of meeting together to build each 
FUE +. | other 
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other up in the Ways of the Lord: Do, my 
Brethren, ſhine as Lights in the World amidft 
a crooked and perverſe Generation. 

It is neceſſary that Offences ſhould come 
to try what is in our Hearts, and whether 
we will be faithful Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt or 
not: Be not content with following Chriſt 
afar off, for then we ſhall, as Peter did, ſoon 
deny him ; but let us be altogether Chriſtians, 
let our Speech and all our Actions betray, 
to the whole World, whoſe Diſciples we are; 

and that we have determined to know no- 
thing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. © O 
then, then, well will if be with us, happy, 
unſpeakably happy, ſhall we be, even here; 
and what is infinitely better when others that 
deſpiſed us, ſhall be calling for the Mountains 
to fall on them, and the Hills to cover them ; 
WMWWe ſhall be exalted to fit down on the Right 
Hand of God, and ſhine as the Sun in the 
Firmament, and live forever with our Re- 
deemer, without Interruption : And will not 
this be a ſufficient Recorfipence for all the. 
Sufferings you -have undergone here ? There- 
fore, do not ſtrive to have the Greatneſs, the | 
Riches, the Honour, and Pleaſures. of this 
World, but ſtrive to have Jeſus Chriſt. _ Y 
: * Your Friends and carnal Acquaintance, and, 
above all, my Brethren, your grand Adverſary 
the Devil, will be perſuading you not to have 
Chriſt 


* 
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Chriſt till you are grown old; he would have 
you lay up Goods for many Years ; to ſee a 
Play, or play at Cards; to go to. a Ball, or 


* Maſquerade; and to make you the more will 


ing to draw you in, he calls their ſinful Plea- 
ſures, Innocent Diverſions. 

And a late learned Rabbi of our Church, 
told the People, in a Sermon, which I my- 
{elf heard, that if People went to Church — 4 
Sunday, and ſaid the Prayers thereof, while 
there, that it was no Harm, neither would 
on count it a Sin, to take their Recreation 

er the Service of the Church was over: But 

1 fay, my SASH the Command of 


God =. ſo too, that the whole Sabbath muſt 
be kept holy; and that as God has allowed you 
fix Days for yourſelves, to do the Duties in 


thoſe. ſeveral Stations wherein Providence has 


place 
ſhould give him one Day to 12 and will 
you walte that Sabbath which ſhould. be ſpent 


in gathering Preises for your Souls, God 


forbid. ' 

You had ten choukand Times . be i ig» 
norant of all the polite Diverſions of the Age, 
than to be ignorant of the Spirit of Chriſt 
being within you, and that it ny be before 


are new Creatures, before you be in Chriſt; 


and if you have not thus, my Btethren, an 
Meret! in Chriſt, you are loſt, you are ruin'd, 
your 


you, he expects, my Brethren, you" 
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your Damnation is haſtening on. He rar 


— Jhall be ſaved, and he that beli eveth 
of ſhall be damned. 


«Boe if you ſtand out againſt Chriſt, you are 


fighting againſt yourſelf : Come unto him, 
do not bring your good Works with you, for 
they will be of no Service to you ; all your 
yon will never carry you to Heaven, it will 

— * rdon one Sin, it will not give you the 


mfort in a dying Hour; and if you 


— nothing more than your own Works to 
recommend you to God, it will be only a 
Means to make you ſink deeper into that eter- 
nal Abyſs, wherein there is no Bottom. 
But come unto Chriſt and he will give Toy 
that Righteouſneſs which will ſtand you i 


good Account at the great Day of the LA 


when he ſhall come to take Notice of them 


that love him, and of thoſe who have got e 


wedding Garment on. 


Let all yout Actions ſpring from the Love 
of Jeſus; let him be the Alpha and Omega 
my Brethren, our 
indifferent ones are accepta le Sacrifices ; but 
if this Principle be wanting, gur moſt pom- 


of all your Actions; then, 


pous Services avail nothing; then, my Bre- 
thren, we are only ſpiritual Idolaters; we ſa - 


crifce to our own Nature, make an Idel of 
ourſelves, by making ourſelves, and not Chrift, 
* Spring of out Actions; and, therefore, 


my 


* 
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my. Brethren, ſuch Actions are ſo far from 
being accepted by God, that according to the 
Language of one of the Articles of our Church, 
Me doubt not but that they have the Na- 
ture of Sin, becauſe, they ſpring not from 
« an experimental Faith in, and Knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 20 98. 4!} | 
1 Were we not, my Brethren, fallen Crea- 
tures, we might then act upon other Princi- 
ples, but ſince we are fallen out ef God in 
Adam, and are reſtored again only by the 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt, the Face of Things are 
intirely changed, and all we think, ſpeak, or 
do, is only accepted in, and thro' him. 111 
Therefore, my Brethren, I beſeech you, in 
the Bowels of Love and Compaſſion, that 
you would come unto Jeſus: Do not go ſcof- 
fing, do not go offended, or blaſpheming a- 
way. Indeed, my dear Brethren, all I ſay is 
in Love to your Souls; and if I could be a 
Means, but an Inſtrument, of bringing you 
_ to. Jeſus Chriſt, if you were to be neyer ſo 
much exalted, I ſhould not envy, but rejoice 
in your Happineſs: If I was to make up the 
laſt of the Train sf the Companions of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, it would rejoice me to ſee you 
above me in Glory: I do not ſpeak out of a 
falſe Humility, a pretended Sanctity, as the 
Ppbariſee ſays I do; No, God is my Judge, I 
ſpeak the Truth in Chriſt, I lie not, jet” 
W — 


% \ 


* 


* 
_— 
willingly go to Priſon, or to Death for you, 
ſo I could but bring one Soul from the Devil's 
ſtrong Holds, into the Salyation which is by 


_- Chriſt Jeſus. 


Come then unto Chriſt every one that hears 
me this Night; I offer Jeſus Chriſt unto you 
all; I offer Pardon and Salvation to all you 
who will accept of it. Come, O ye Drunk- 
ards, lay aſide your Cups, drink no more to 
Exceſs; come and drink of the Water which 
Chriſt will give you, and then you will thirſt 
no more: Come, O ye Thieves, let him that 
has ſtole ſteal no more, but fly unto Chriſt | 
and he will receive you. Come, unto him, 
O ye Harlots, lay afide your Luſts and turn 
unto the Lord and he will have Mercy upon 
you, he will cleanſe you of all your Sins and 
waſh you in his Blood. Come, all ye Liars; 
come, all ye Sinners, all ye Phariſees; come, all 
Fornicators, Adulterers, Swearers and Blaſ- 
phemers, come to Chriſt, and he will take 
-away all your Filth, he will cleanſe you from 
all your Pollution, and your Sins ſhall be done 
away. Come, come, my guilty Brethren, I 
beſeech you for Chriſt'MSake, for your, im- 
mortal Soul's Sake, come unto Chriſt : Do 
not let me knock at the Door of your Hearts 
in vain, but open and let the King of Glory 
In, and he will dwell with you, he will come 

| and 
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and ſup with you this Night, this Hour, this 
Moment he is ready to receive you; and, 
therefore, come unto him. 

Do not conſult with Fleſh and Blood, let 
not the World, my dear Brethren, hinder you 
from coming to the Lord of Life: What is a 
a few tranſitory Pleaſures of this Life worth? 
They are not worth your having; but Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Pearl of great Price, he is worth 
laying out all you have to buy. , 

Do not go away, my Brethren; And if you 
are under Afflictions fly not to Company to di- 
vert you, neither go home and read what the 
World calls, Harmleſs Books; do not read 
Plays, N dyels, or Romances, for they only 

tend to harden the Heart, and to keep you 
tom cloſing with the Lord Jeſus Chrift. | 

When I was a Child, yea, when I come 
to. riper Years, God knows it is with Grief I 
ſpeak it, and was ignorant of the Excellency 
of the Word of God, I read as many of their 
harmleſs Books as any one; but now I have 
«taſted the good wore wa Life, and am come, 
my Brethren, to a re perfect Knowledge 
of Chriſt Jeſus, m bed; I put away theſe 


F I cChildiſh, trifling Things, andam determined to 


read no other Books but what lead me to a 
"Knowledge of myſelf, and Jeſus Chriſt, , 


Me- 


r 
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Methinks I could ſpeak till Midnight a 


you, my Brethren; I am full of Love towards 
you; and oh let me beſeech you to fly' to 
Chrift for Succout : Now is the accepted Time, 


now is the Day of Salvation ; therefore dela 

not, but ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; 
do not go the broad Way of the polite World, 
but 'chooſe tolluffer Affliction with the People 
of God, rather than to enjoy the Pleaſures of 


Sin for a Seaſon: You'll have a Reward after- 


wards that will make Amends for all the 
Taunts, Jeers, and Calamities you may have 
undergone here. 2 _— 
And will not, my dear Brethren, the Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt be a ſufficient Reward for all 
you have ſuffered for his Name's Sake? And 
why will you not accept of the Lord of 
Glory ? Do not fay you have not heard of 
Chriſt, for he is now offered to you, and 
you will not accept of him; therefore, do 
not blame my Maſter, he is willing to fave 
vou, if you will but lay hold on him by Faith; 
and if you do not your Blood will be required 
of your own Heads. nung 


But I hope you will take the Lord on his 


own Terms; that you will not let the Blood 
of Jeſus be ſhed in vain, that you will not 


let my preaching be of no Signification. Would 


you have me go and tell my Maſter, you will 
D 2 not 
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not come? I have ſpent my Strength in vain; 
I cannot bear to carry ſo unpleaſing a Meſ- 
ſage unto him, I would not, indeed, my dear 
Brethren, I would not be a ſwift Witneſs a- 


gainſt any of you at the great Day of Ac- 
compts ; but if you will refuſe theſe gracious 


Invitations, and will not accept of them, in- 
deed, my dear Brethren, I mũſt do it: And 
will it not move your tender Hearts to ſee your 
Friends taken up into Heaven, and you your- 
ſelves thruſt down into Hell? But I hope bet- 
ter Things of moſt of you, that you will turn 
unto the Lord of Love, the Jeſus who died 


for you, that at that Day when he ſhall come 


to take his People into the Manſions of ever- 


laſting Reſt, you may hear his Voice, Come, 


ye Bleſſed of my Father, enter into the King- 
dom prepared for you before the Foundation of 
the World. And that we may all enter into 


that Glory, do thou, O Jeſus, prepare us, by 
thy Grace; give us thy Spirit; and may our 


Hearts be united to thee: May the Word that 
has now been ſpoken, take 9 Root in thy 
Peoples Hearts, that it may ſpring up and 


bring forth Fruit, in ſome 30, in ſome 40, 


and in ſome 100 Fold; do thou preſerve 
them while in this Life from all Evil, and 


keep them from falling, and at laſt preſent 


them faultleſs before thy Father, when thou 


comeſt 
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comeſt to judge the World, that where thou 

art they may be alſo: Grant this O Lord Je- 

ſus Chriſt, with whatever elſe thou ſeeſt need- 
ful for us, both at this Time and forever- 


more. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Ho- 
nour, Power, Glory, Might, Majeſty and 
Tn nion, both now and forevermore, 

men, 
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